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Abstract 
 

This article is a detailed explanation of the experimental courses created for the WCC Basic Skills 
Department in Google Classroom by Rebecca Whitman. In this article, you will find information on the 
research that led to the creation of Google Classrooms, details about how the courses were created, 
descriptions of the courses that were created, information about how the average time was calculated, 
detailed charts with average time allotments listed per lesson, and praise from students who have used 
the new Google Classroom experience.  
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Need Assessment & Research 
After some students began expressing a desire to continue their learning outside of the classroom, 
Rebecca Whitman began researching online learning platforms currently used at Wayne Community 
College. She met with curriculum instructors and distance learning professionals to discuss what tools 
they were currently using at the college. Though multiple platforms were available for use, she 
discovered that instructors leaned towards using Google Classroom because it was free, easy to use, and 
had many helpful integrated tools. Google Classroom is a custom course creation tool, so it would allow 
instructors to create fun and engaging material for all learners. The ability to integrate online 
collaboration and discussion would also help contextualize higher level instruction and prepare ASE 
students for life in college and career.  

How Courses Were Created 
Google Classroom courses were created from live seated courses taught by Rebecca Whitman. Material 
from the live courses was used to create the initial courses, and it was tweaked as necessary for 
different class demands. The first Google Classrooms were created for 39 students in the AHS English 3 
and English 4 Spring 2016 semesters. Next, HSE courses were created for 88 students in the afternoon 
and evening Spring HSE Fast Track courses. The Google Classrooms made it possible for students to 
customize their learning experience and continue learning outside the seated classroom time. After the 
initial course designs were tested, the instructor adjusted the material as necessary to better meet the 
objectives within the time averages allotted.  

 

How Time on Task Was Calculated 
Google Classroom courses were launched in January 2016 at the start of the Spring semester. Students 
signed sign-in sheets when they attended class and were only given credit for the time they were in the 
classroom for those specific courses. In every class, students did significant amount of work outside of 
class time through Google Classroom apps on their mobile devices and/or computers at home. To 
capture how much time on task the students were actually spending, a mixture of several tools were 
used. First, students were required to log the time it took them to complete tasks on each assignment. 
Second, documented time on resources such as movies and audio books read in class were used to help 
determine how long it would take to read a book and/or watch a video. Third, students responded to 
end-of-class surveys about their experiences in Google Classroom. Fourth, the instructor made constant 
observations and measurements of how much time it was taking students to complete tasks as she was 
teaching the material. The combined results of these four tools were used to create an average time on 
task for each lesson. The averages are reflected in the time charts section of this report.  
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Course Descriptions 
 

AHS English 3 
This course is designed to teach the components of the English 3 course as prescribed by the 
Department of Public Instruction and Wayne County Public Schools. This course is created from a live 
seated course taught once per semester. Students complete this course in a lab setting facilitated by the 
instructor, so they can ask questions as needed. The majority of the assignments are online, and 
students interact with each other online through Google Classroom. Contextualized lessons including 
overcoming test anxiety, developing good study skills, and acquiring proper workplace etiquette are 
incorporated into every class to help students apply a larger perspective to their educational goals. 
Some assignments—such as tests—are given in person only through the lab and/or scheduling a 
meeting with the instructor to complete them.  

English 3 is a reading and writing intensive course in American literature. The end goal of English 3 is 
that the students are more confidently contributing to class discussions, reading difficult texts, and 
beginning to write scholarly work. The reading includes US foundational documents, a full-length play, a 
novel, short stories, and several poems. In addition to the reading, they research authors, discuss what 
they read, write several literary criticism essays, and write a final researched persuasive essay on a 
current controversial subject.  

 

AHS English 4 
This course is designed to teach the components of the English 4 course as prescribed by the 
Department of Public Instruction and Wayne County Public Schools. This course is created from a live 
seated course taught once per semester. Students complete this course in a lab setting facilitated by the 
instructor, so they can ask questions as needed. The majority of the assignments are online, and 
students interact with each other online through Google Classroom. Contextualized lessons including 
overcoming test anxiety, developing good study skills, and acquiring proper workplace etiquette are 
incorporated into every class to help students apply a larger perspective to their educational goals. 
Some assignments—such as tests—are given in person only through the lab and/or scheduling a 
meeting with the instructor to complete them.  

English 4 is a reading and writing intensive course in British literature. English 4 picks up where English 3 
left off; it challenges students to learn MLA citation style, perfect their formal writing skills, and read and 
discuss difficult texts. Since it is the last English course before college, it also challenges students to think 
about what they want to do with their lives after graduation. English 4 students complete a final 
research paper and presentation on the career field they want to go into after graduation. They also 
read a full Shakespearean play, a novel, several poems, and essays/short stories. Tests, online 
discussions, and other assignments are also more rigorous in English 4 to prepare students for 
collaboration in a college setting. 
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HSE Reasoning through Language Arts 
This course is designed to teach the components of the GED Reasoning through Language Arts test as 
prescribed by the GED Testing Service and the NCCCS CCR ASE Content Standards. This course is created 
from a live seated course taught once per semester. Students complete this course in a lab setting 
facilitated by the instructor, so they can ask questions as needed. The majority of the assignments are 
online, and students interact with each other online through Google Classroom. Contextualized lessons 
including overcoming test anxiety, developing good study skills, and acquiring proper workplace 
etiquette are incorporated into every class to help students apply a larger perspective to their 
educational goals. Some assignments—such as tests—are given in person only through the lab and/or 
scheduling a meeting with the instructor to complete them.  

The GED Reasoning through Language Arts course is an intensive course in reading comprehension, 
grammar, and analytical writing. Since it is the longest test and the only test with a complete essay to 
write, students spend significant time practicing prompts and learning how to write in the style required 
for the test. Students learn proper grammar and practice reading comprehension skills with a variety of 
texts. Successful completion of all class activities earns the student a free GED Ready Reasoning through 
Language Arts Practice test. Completion of all four practice tests (Social Studies, Science, Math, and 
Reasoning through Language Arts) can qualify a student for a scholarship for the actual GED tests.  

 

HSE Social Studies 
This course is designed to teach the components of the GED Social Studies test as prescribed by the GED 
Testing Service and the NCCCS CCR ASE Content Standards. This course is created from a live seated 
course taught once per semester. Students complete this course in a lab setting facilitated by the 
instructor, so they can ask questions as needed. The majority of the assignments are online, and 
students interact with each other online through Google Classroom. Contextualized lessons including 
overcoming test anxiety, developing good study skills, and acquiring proper workplace etiquette are 
incorporated into every class to help students apply a larger perspective to their educational goals. 
Some assignments—such as tests—are given in person only through the lab and/or scheduling a 
meeting with the instructor to complete them.  

The GED Social Studies course is an intensive study in US history from colonization to modern times as 
well as a brief overview of world history. The course also focuses on key problem areas outlined by the 
GED Testing Service. In particular, students practice reading and understanding older, difficult texts such 
as speeches. Students interact online with graphs, charts, videos, and other elements to learn US 
history. Successful completion of all class activities earns the student a free GED Ready Social Studies 
Practice test. Completion of all four practice tests (Social Studies, Science, Math, and Reasoning through 
Language Arts) can qualify a student for a scholarship for the actual GED tests.  
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HSE Mathematical Reasoning 
This course is designed to teach the components of the GED Mathematical Reasoning test as prescribed 
by the GED Testing Service and the NCCCS CCR ASE Content Standards. This course is created from a live 
seated course taught once per semester. Students complete this course in a lab setting facilitated by the 
instructor, so they can ask questions as needed. The majority of the assignments are online, and 
students interact with each other online through Google Classroom. Contextualized lessons including 
overcoming test anxiety, developing good study skills, and acquiring proper workplace etiquette are 
incorporated into every class to help students apply a larger perspective to their educational goals. 
Some assignments—such as tests—are given in person only through the lab and/or scheduling a 
meeting with the instructor to complete them.  

The GED Mathematical Reasoning course focuses on key problem areas outlined by the GED Testing 
Service. In particular, students learn intermediate level algebra such as linear equations and quadratic 
formula. They also learn geometry, statistics, and how to successfully use the TI-30XS calculator on the 
test. Students interact online with videos and worksheets. Successful completion of all class activities 
earns the student a free GED Ready Mathematical Reasoning Practice test. Completion of all four 
practice tests (Social Studies, Science, Math, and Reasoning through Language Arts) can qualify a 
student for a scholarship for the actual GED tests.  

 

HSE Science thru Literature 
This course is designed to teach the components of the GED Science test as prescribed by the GED 
Testing Service and the NCCCS CCR ASE Content Standards. This course is created from a live seated 
course taught once per semester. Students complete this course in a lab setting facilitated by the 
instructor, so they can ask questions as needed. The majority of the assignments are online, and 
students interact with each other online through Google Classroom. Contextualized lessons including 
overcoming test anxiety, developing good study skills, and acquiring proper workplace etiquette are 
incorporated into every class to help students apply a larger perspective to their educational goals. 
Some assignments—such as tests—are given in person only through the lab and/or scheduling a 
meeting with the instructor to complete them.  

The GED Science test spans knowledge in Life, Earth, Space, and Physical Sciences. To cover these areas 
without becoming too overwhelming, this course teaches science through literature. This course 
partners with public science writing website https://sciencethru.wordpress.com/. Students read two full 
books and other reading selections as well as interact with experiments and discussions online and in 
the classroom. Students also practice the three types of scientific writing necessary for the GED Science 
test. Successful completion of all class activities earns the student a free GED Ready Science Practice 
test. Completion of all four practice tests (Social Studies, Science, Math, and Reasoning through 
Language Arts) can qualify a student for a scholarship for the actual GED tests.  
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HSE Digital Literacy 
This course is designed to teach the necessary skills to master use of computers and computer-based 
instruction as prescribed by the GED Testing Service and the NCCCS CCR ASE Content Standards. This 
course is created from free material available from the St. Paul Public Library 
(http://guides.sppl.org/northstar/Home) and the Northstar Literacy Assessment 
(https://www.digitalliteracyassessment.org/). Students complete this course in a lab setting facilitated 
by the instructor, so they can ask questions as needed. All assignments are online, and students interact 
with each other online through Google Classroom. Contextualized lessons including overcoming digital 
anxiety and using computers at home and in the workplace are incorporated into every lesson to help 
students apply a larger perspective to their educational goals.  
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Average Time per Lesson Charts 
 

AHS English 3 
Lesson Total 

Amount 
of 
Lessons 

Time 
Allotted per 
Lesson 

Total Time for 
Lessons 

Orientation to Course Rules and 
Classmates  

1 30 minutes 30 minutes 

Pre-test for Course 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Journal Entry & Class Discussion  7 90 minutes 630 minutes 

US Foundational Documents 
(Constitution and Declaration of 
Independence) 

2 120 
minutes 

240 minutes 

“The Crucible” Play, Movie, and 
Literary Analysis Essay/Test 

5 180 
minutes 

900 minutes 

 

Various Short Stories and Class 
Discussion 

1 300 
minutes 

300 minutes 

“The Great Gatsby” Novel, 
Movie, Test, and Literary Analysis 
Essay 

1 720 
minutes 

720 minutes 

Reading Various Poets and 
Writing 3 Forms of Poetry  

1 300 
minutes 

300 minutes 

Final Persuasive Writing  

(MLA Research Project & 
Presentation) 

1 300 
minutes 

300 minutes 

Post-test for Course 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

 24 1935 
minutes 

3540 minutes / 
59 hours 
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AHS English 4 
Lesson Total 

Amount 
of 
Lessons 

Time 
Allotted per 
Lesson 

Total Time for 
Lessons 

Orientation to Course Rules and 
Classmates  

1 30 minutes 30 minutes 

Pre-test for Course 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Journal Entry & Class Discussion  7 90 minutes 630 minutes 

Shakespeare Play, Movie, and 
Literary Analysis Essay/Test 

3 300 
minutes 

900 minutes 

 

Various Short Stories and Class 
Discussion 

1 300 
minutes 

300 minutes 

“Pride and Prejudice” Novel, 
Movie, and Test 

3 280 
minutes 

840 minutes 

Reading Various Poets and 
Writing 3 Forms of Poetry  

4 75 minutes 300 minutes 

Final Persuasive Writing  

(MLA Research Project & 
Presentation) 

1 300 
minutes 

300 minutes 

Post-test for Course 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

 22 1495 
minutes 

3420 minutes / 
57 hours 
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HSE Reasoning through Language Arts 
Lesson Total 

Amount 
of 
Lessons 

Time 
Allotted per 
Lesson 

Total Time for 
Lessons 

Orientation to Course Rules and 
Classmates  

1 30 minutes 30 minutes 

Grammar Basics: Sentence Parts, 
Structure, and Punctuation 

8 60 minutes 480 minutes 

Main Idea & Supporting Details 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Stated & Implied Inference & 
Context Clues 

1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Author’s Purpose & Figurative 
Language 

1 120 
minutes 

120 minutes 

Context Clues & Answering 
Text-Based Questions 

1 90 minutes 90 minutes 

Language Translation: Old 
English, Literature, and Political 
Speeches 

3 90 minutes 270 minutes 

How to Evaluate Evidence & 
Create an Argument 

2 90 minutes 180 minutes 

RLA Essay Writing 3 90 minutes 270 minutes 

Test Taking Strategies 3 60 minutes 180 minutes 

Practice GED Ready Test 1 90 minutes 90 minutes 

 25 840 
minutes 

1830 minutes / 
30.5 hours 
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HSE Social Studies 
Lesson Total 

Amount 
of 
Lessons 

Time 
Allotted per 
Lesson 

Total Time for 
Lessons 

Orientation to Course Rules and 
Classmates  

1 30 minutes 30 minutes 

Foundational Documents & 
Guess My Amendments 

2 180 
minutes 

360 minutes 

Main Idea & Supporting Details 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Inference: Stated & Implied 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Author’s Purpose 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Answering Text-Based Questions 1 90 minutes 90 minutes 

Political Cartoons 1 90 minutes 90 minutes 

Charts & Maps 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Language Translation: Old 
English, Letters, and Speeches 

3 90 minutes 270 minutes 

US & World History 5 120 
minutes 

600 minutes 

Current Events & Controversies 1 180 
minutes 

180 minutes 

Test Taking Strategies 3 60 minutes 180 minutes 

Practice GED Ready Test 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

 22 1140 
minutes 

2100 minutes / 
35 hours 
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HSE Mathematical Reasoning 
Lesson Total 

Amount 
of 
Lessons 

Time 
Allotted 
per Lesson 

Total Time for 
Lessons 

Orientation to Course Rules and 
Classmates  

1 30 minutes 30 minutes 

Number Sense and Operations 2 varied 180 minutes 

Ratio, Proportion, and Probability 2 varied 180 minutes 

Linear Equations and Inequalities 2 varied 180 minutes 

Polynomial and Rational 
Expressions 

2 varied 180 minutes 

Linear Equations in the 
Coordinate Plane 

2 varied 180 minutes 

Functions 2 varied 180 minutes 

Geometry and Measurement 2 varied 180 minutes 

Data Analysis 2 varied 180 minutes 

How to Use the Ti-30 Calculator 1 180 
minutes 

180 minutes 

Test Taking Strategies 5 varied 180 minutes 

Practice GED Ready Test 1 90 minutes 90 minutes 

 14 1800 
minutes 

1920 minutes / 
32 hours 

 

  

Whitman 12 

 



HSE Science thru Literature 
Lesson Total 

Amount 
of 
Lessons 

Time 
Allotted per 
Lesson 

Total Time for 
Lessons 

Orientation to Course  1 30 minutes 30 minutes 

Earth, Space, and Physical 
Science with “The Martian”: 
Environment, Universe, Energy, 
Basic Mechanics, etc. 

10 210 
minutes 

2100 minutes 

Physical and Life Science with 
“The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks”: Anatomy, Genetics, 
Chemistry, Bioethics, etc. 

7 300 
minutes 

2100 minutes 

Science Writing: Hypothesis, 
Summary, Design an Experiment 

3 90 minutes 270 minutes 

Test Taking Strategies 3 60 minutes 180 minutes 

Practice GED Ready Test 1 120 
minutes 

120 minutes 

 25 810 
minutes 

4800 minutes / 
80 hours 
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HSE Digital Literacy 
Lesson Total 

Amount 
of 
Lessons 

Time 
Allotted per 
Lesson 

Total Time for 
Lessons 

Welcome & Orientation to 
Course Rules and Classmates  

1 30 minutes 30 minutes 

Basic Computer Use 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

World Wide Web 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Windows 7 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Mac OS X 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Using Email 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Microsoft Word 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Social Media 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Microsoft Excel 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Microsoft Power Point 1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

Information Literacy: Using What 
You’ve Learned 

1 60 minutes 60 minutes 

 11 630 
minutes 

630 minutes / 
10.5 hours 
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Student Praise 
 

“This will be the first class I have actually finished within the past year. I constantly dropped out…. (In 
Google Classroom)…you have a chance to interact with all of your classmates and teachers…outside of 
class. You have a chance to work on your work on a steady pace or work ahead…once you get a hang on 
things, everything starts flowing like water. It is also wonderful to get your classmates’ input and 
feedback on your journals, assignments, and extra credit.” –Jasmine Cooper, B-Average Student 

 

“I think Google Classroom helps us in keeping up with our work…I love replying to (my fellow 
classmates) and seeing what you have to say! It is fun; it’s really making me want to take my first college 
classes online…Thank you again for such a cool class.” –Wennona Newsome, A-Plus Student & Mentor 

 

“I have learned a lot about the computer (through Google Classroom). I know it will take more time for 
me to learn more (but) this class has taught me a lot….” –Renee Marsh, C-Average Student 

 

“I really enjoy (Google Classroom)! I love being able to work at my own pace and take a break as I 
please. Having that freedom makes me want to work twice as hard to complete the course. Classes like 
this make me feel in charge as if my educational outcomes are all in my hands. I feel in control of my 
education and that feels amazing…I’m so glad to be a part of a school that gets creative with its 
assignments!” –Samantha Bradsher, 2016 Honors Graduate 
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